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Synopsis 
It goes without saying beekeeping is as fascinating a craft as it 
is ancient. In this introductory seminar attendees are taken 
on a tour-de-force of core beekeeping principals. Whether 
the craft in itself is reward enough, or you are keen to taste 
the sweeter produce of keeping bees, we hope to excite and 
motivate you for practical sessions to follow.  
 
Topics will include the origins of beekeeping, why keep bees 
today and their services as pollinators, honey production and 
the nectar flow. We will explore core biology of the colony, its 
seasonal rhythms and those of the beekeeper. We will discuss 
various hive designs, their benefits and challenges, along with 
practical consideration of equipment, siting a hive, getting your 
first bees, keeping them alive and your smoker lit! 
 
Besides theory, actual hive components and tools will be 
demonstrated alongside the philosophy of natural beekeeping 
methods, and how they are implemented working with honey 
bees’ natural tendencies. With various local honeys to offer up 
delicious seasonality to your senses, key reading references and 
learning materials will also be available for keen learners.  
 
The session will be interactive at all times, with ample 
opportunity to answer questions. Attendees will gain a solid 
grounding and conceptualise the key elements of keeping 
honey bees and managing an apiary.  
 

About Jack 
Four years ago Jack Silberrad hung up his suit and put on his 
boots to become a beefarmer. It's what his grandfather did, 
keeping bees in the Seychelles, Zambia, and Shropshire Hills.  
With experience managing hundreds of colonies in 
environments as diverse as heather moors, London rooftops, 
and Mānuka hills in New Zealand, Jack combines age old 
tradition with stewardship of our natural world. He now runs 
his own colonies in Cambridgeshire, where he is the resident 
bee inspector.  
 

Recent projects include sponsorship by Highgrove Enterprises via QEST, rooftop beekeeping in 
Cambridge, honey production for Michelin-starred restaurants with an emphasis on seasonality, 
and collaboration with academics at KCL investigating neurodevelopment in insects. His academic 
background lies in Microbiology with virology, with current interests in queen rearing, disease and 
health of honey bees, and passion for outreach and community engagement. 
 
Date: 10AM -3pm 11th Sep 2021         Venue: Cambridge Steiner School        Contact: Andor Vince 


